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INTRODUCTION
In	 Romania,	 stable	 populations	 of	 Golden	
Jackals	 are	 found	 in	 South	 East	 of	 Dobrogea,	 in	
Niculitel	area	and	in	Danube	plains.	With	high	rate	
of	 reproduction,	 the	 Golden	 Jackal	 spreading	 is	
increasing	and	due	to	the	aggressive	behavior	and	
farm	animal’s	threat,	 the	 jackal	became	rapidly	a	
hunted	 species	 in	 Romania.	 In	 these	 conditions,	
a	 proper	 morphological	 description	 in	 order	 to	
differentiate	this	species	from	dogs	wolfs	and	fox	










Four	 adult	 of	 Golden	 Jackals,	 (two	male	 and	
two	 female),	 with	 age	 between	 2-4	 years,	 were	
dissected.	 The	 subjects	 were	 hunting	 harvest	







and	 the	 first	molar	 in	 the	 upper	 jaw)	were	well	
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this	species	has	not	been	of	great	 interests	 for	researchers.	Therefore,	a	proper	understanding	of	 the	anatomy	
of	 this	species	 is	required. Using gross	dissection	of	 four	subjects,	 this	study	achieves	a	detailed	description	of	





(Caecum)	 is	small	but	obvious;	 the	colon	has	no	sacculations	and	 low	distinguishable	sections,	showing	only	a	
sigmoid	expansion.	Para-anal	glands	are	well	developed.	
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developed	with	blade	pattern	 (Fig.1).	Due	 to	 the	
type	of	diet,	the	molar	have	grinding	surfaces.	The	
tongue	 was	 highly	 mobile,	 smooth,	 presents	 all	
types	of	lingual	papillae	and	an	obvious	sublingual	
wattles	 (Caruncula sublingualis)	 (Fig.1).	 The	
esophagus	was	long,	highly	dilatable.	
The	 long	 stomach	was	 in	 relation	with	 liver,	
spleen	 and	 intestinal	 mass	 showing	 strong	 and	
muscular	pyloric	antrum	(Antrum	pyloricum)	and	
pyloric	 channel	 (Canalis	 pyloricus).	 The	 angular	
notch	 (Incisura	 angularis)	 was	 relatively	 deep	
compare	 to	 the	 small	 cardiac	 notch	 (Incisura	
cardiaca).	 Small	 intestine	 presents	 the	 same	





	 In	 examined	 subjects	 no	 duodenal	 ampula	
(Ampula duodenalis)	 was	 present.	 Inside	 the	
mesoduodenum,	 the	 pancreas	 was	 visualized.	
Caudal	 flexure	 of	 the	 duodenum	 was	 in	 close	









sigmoideum)	 was	 identified.	 The	 rectum	 has	 an	
obvious	 rectal	 ampoule	 (Ampula recti)	 (Fig.2).	
Para-anal	glands	were	well	developed.	The	terms	









          
Fig. 1. The skull of the Golden jackal with strong and conned teeth – left and an obvious carunculla 
sublingualis - right
          
Fig.2. Digestive tract of Golden jackal. S-stomach; DD-descending duodenum; Je-jejunum; Il-ileum; 
C-cecum; Co-colon; R-rectum – left  and absence of  muscular bands or haustra – right.
